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Now we have here the extraordinary fact that, while the native population in 
the thirty-one districts is represented to be nearly 15,000, the whole number of 
half-castes or mulattoes does not exceed 200. 

The causes of this singular disparity have been variously surmised. Infanti- 
cide at birth is one of them ; but this can have but a partial effect, for we find 
that fully one-half of the mixed race is living with the natives. Syphilis is also 
adduced, but its influence is manifestly very restricted. Promiscuous inter- 
course is certainly a check upon fecundity ; but why should its influence be more 
manifest in Australia than elsewhere? and as to repugnance between the races, 
this has been set aside by local circumstance?. These and various other con- 
siderations have been cited in explanation, but without satisfying the inquirer ; 
and we may therefore ask, is not the real cause the difference of race, the dis- 
parity of primordial organization ? 

Perhaps no two human racesare more remote from each other than the Eu- 
ropean and Australian; and where such extremes are blended, reason and analogy 
lead us to expect only a limited fertility. In connection with, and explanatory 
of, this phenomenon, Count Strzelecki, a distinguished Polish traveller, has 
stated the following proposition, which I give nearly in his own terms : — When- 
ever a female of an aboriginal or barbarous tribe, has conceived by a European, 
she loses the power of conception on a renewal of intercourse with a male of her 
own race, retaining that only of procreating with a white man. "Hundreds of 
instances of this extraordinary fact," observes Count Strzelecki, " are on record 
in the writer's memoranda, to prove that the sterility of the female being relative 
only to one, and not to another male, is not accidental, but follows laws as cogent, 
though as mysterious, as the rest of those connected with generation." — New 
South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, p. 346. 

My object on the present occasion is merely to state the apparent facts of the 
case, in order to draw the attention of physiologists, and observers in general, 
to a more careful and extended notice of these remarkabla phenomena. 



April 29<A. 
Dr. Morton, President, in the Chair. 

Tbe Committee to which was referred Mr. Cassin's paper, read at 
last meeting, reported in favor of publication in the Proceedings. 

Notes of an examination of the Birds composing the family Oaprimulgida, in 
the collection of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 

By John Cassin. 
1 . Caprimulgidse. 

No family of birds presents an aspect more uninviting, nor perhaps greater 
real difficulties in its investigation, nor has any one been more generally neglec- 
ted, than this. The great fathers of modern Zoology have been but rarely con- 
sulted respecting their knowledge of Caprimulgus. 

The notes I am now about to offer, I have only to say, are the results of much 
labor and of as careful research as lam capable of making with the assistance and 
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confirmation, too, of gentlemen of this Academy in whose judgment and accura- 
cy I have the most entire confidence. It is true, however, that they have been 
written, and the material accumulated during my but limited leisure, or at such 
fragments of time as I can spare from a business requiring constant attention, (and 
between which and myself I find it difficult always to maintain the intentecordiale,) 
from which fact, I am fully aware, there may have arisen oversights or misap- 
prehensions from want of more extended or more systematic study. I hope, how- 
ever, that few such will be found, and at all events I shall have the gratification 
of being one of the first to invite attention to a hitherto much neglected field for 
investigation,and perhaps to induce others to enter upon the general examination 
of the many species of birds, the names of which alone are known, and the 
descriptions of which continue to be copied by succeeding authors from their 
predecessors. 

2. Caprimulgus, Linn. 

This genus appears to be restricted to the old world. I have never seen a true 
Caprimulgus from any part of America or the American islands. I propose to 
notice in the course of this paper all the American genera, of which I will give 
a list of such species as I have seen. 

3. Hydropsalis. Wagler, Isis, xxv. p. 1222. (1832.) 

Original description. "Character universalis Caprimulgi; cauda profunde 
iurcata, rectrice utrinque extima elongatissima." 

Added by me. Bill rather long, (longer than typical Caprimulgus) slender, 
and compressed toward the tip, with about 8 or ten pairs of bristles, which are 
longer than the bill and curved at the ends, gape moderate, nostrils medial, 
somewhat elevated. 

Wings long, first and second primaries generally longest, second and third 
strongly situated on their outer webs, three first primaries serrated on their 
outer edges, shafts of primaries very strong. 

Tail usually with the two external feathers much longer than the others, 
sometimes graduated, with the two middle feathers shortest, sometimes whh the 
two middle feathers lengthened and next in length to the external. 

Tarsi covered with scales and slightly feathered below the joint. Wings 
without the white bar on the primaries which is found in typical Caprimulgus, 
tail more or less marked longitudinally with white. 

Obs. — A very natural genus, first described by Waglar as above in 1832, and 
afterwards called Psalurus by Swainson in Cah. Cy. Birds, i>. p. 339 (1847.) It 
appears to be exclusively American. 

The species of this genus which I have seen arts : 

1. Hydropsalis torquatus, (Gm.) Caprimulgus furcifer, Vieill. C. psalu- 
rus, Temm. 

2. Hydropsalis limbalus, Cassin, (Oct. 1849.) H. creagra, Bonap. (1850.) 

3. Hydropsalis segmentates, Cassin, (Oct. 1849.) 

4. Hydropsalis lyra, Bonap. (1850.) 

4. Hydropsalis torgualus, (Gm.) 

1. Caprimulgus torquatus, Gm. Syst. Nat. ii. p. 1032, (1788,) a name given 
by Gmelin on the faith of the " Gold-collared Goatsucker " of Latham Gen., 
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Syn. ii., pt. 2, p. 601, (1783,) who copies from Briss. Orn. ii., p. 481, (1760,) 
the latter giving the name of Caprimulgus Brasiliensit on the faith of, and 
copying the description of the Guira querea Basiliensibus of Marcgrave and 
Piso in Historia Naturalis Brasilia, p. 202, (Amsterdam 1648.) 

2. Caprimulgus furcifer, Vie-ill. Nouv. Diet., x. p. 242, (1817,) a name given 
by Vieillot on the faith of " Del cola de tixera" of Azara, Apuot. Hist. Nat- 
del Paraguay, ii. p. 536, (Madrid 1805.) 

3. In copying Azara's description of the tail of this bird, Vieillot makes an 
important mistake in substituting the French " plus" for the Spanish" menos ." 

4. Caprimulgua psalurus, Temm. PI. col. ii. p., pi. 157, 158, (27 liv.) 

5. The above names are probably synonymes. 

6. Caprimulgus manurus, Vieill. Nouv. Diet. x. p. 239, (1817) ? 

The name Caprimulgus brasiliensis was given by Brisson to the bird de- 
scribed by Marcgrave and Piso, as above, and he copies their description with 
some alteration. He says of the tail, " Bectric.es autem binae intermedin late- 
ralibus multo sunt longioribus." 

The expression used by Marcgrave and Piso is, " Cauda octo digitos longa, 
constans in eztremitate dnabus pennis longioribus reliquis." 

In the tail of the common species known as Caprimulgus psalurus, Temm.,ih* 
two outer feathers are much the longest of all, and the two middle feathers are 
next in length, presenting a very unusual form. 

Gmelin, in his description (or rather definition) of O. torguatus, cites O. bra- 
siliensis Briss. as a synonyme, also " Guira querea, Bay and Willoughby" and 
"Gold-collared Goatsucker, Lath.," and copies Brisson's description of the tail 
of this bird, which Latham had also done, but having seen the original descrip- 
tion the latter adds, " The two middle tail feathers are eight inches in length. 1 
The entire description by Marcgrave and Piso is copied almost verbatim by 
Willoughby, Ornithologia, p. 71, (Folio, 1676). That of the tail is exactly the 
same word for word, " Cauda octo digitos longa constans in extremilate duabus 
pennis longioribus reliquis." 

In Ray's edition, in English, of "the Ornithology of Francis Willoughby," 
p. 108, (Folio, 1678,) he translates the Latin of Marcgrave and Willoughby 
thus : " Tail eight inches long, having in the outsides two feathers longer than 
the rest." 

The term used by Marcgrave, "in extremitate," is so equivocal, it is not 
surprising that Brisson was perplexed, and to have fully justified Ray's 
English, it would have looked better in the plural. Ray's translation is, how. 
ever, quite as warrantable as any other, and with the description otherwise 
answers sufficiently well for the Caprimulgus psalurus, Temm. PI. col. 157. I 
am acquainted with no other American species to which can be applied th e 
following from Marcgrave : " circum totum collum autem pone caput annulum 
habet, obscure aureum." The size given by Marcgrave is not very definite : 
" Alaudse magnitudine est, sed quia longas alas et caudam habet multo longio- 
rem, videtur major." This phrase is copied by the subsequent writers above 
mentioned, in the course of the observations of whom nothing occurs from 
which I can infer that either of them had seen the species. 

Upon comparing a specimen of C. psalurus with either Alauda arvensis or 
cristata it will be found that the comparison made use of by Marcgrave may be 
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applied to this bird without such an extended exercise of the imagination as 
might at first appear necessary, throwing out of the case too his " videtur ma- 
jor." His only other dimensions are " digitifere longitudine,'' applied to the 
bristles, " rostri superioris ad latera," and " Alas longas habet nimirum semi- 
pedem," both of which answer quite well for the bird we now suppose them 
to have been applied to, and so does his description in all other respects. 

I beg to remind the reader, however, that I have no disposition whatever to 
attempt to make out a case, ex parte, and therefore suggest the possibility of 
Marcgrave and perhaps Brisson having had in view an African species, the 
Caprimulgus climacurus, Vieill. Gal. des Ois. i. pi. 122, which will suit their 
descriptions to some extent. Probably at the time Marcgrave wrote (1648) 
and certainly in the time of Brisson, (1760) bird skins from Africa were often 
taken to Brazil by vessels engaged in the slave trade, and errors respecting 
locality migbt have occurred readily. 

The tail of this bird has been particularly unfortunate. In the description 
by Azara, in " Apuntamientos para la historia natural de los Paxaros del 
Paraguay," ii. p. 537, (octavo, Madrid, 1805,) he gives the dimensions of the 
tail of his " Del cola de tixera" thus : " cola 10 plumas : la de afuera 6 primera 
24 lineas mas larga que la segunda : esta 5 mas que la tercera : y esta 2 mas 
que la quarta, y 11 menos que la central." 

In the French edition of Azara, (Walckeuaer's) iv. p. 115, (octavo, Paris, 
1809) these dimensions are given correctly : "Des 10 (pennes) de la queue, 
l'exterieure a 24 linges de plus que la deuxieme, celle-ci 5 de plus que la 
troisieme, et cette derniere 2 de plus que la quatrieme, et 11 de moins que les 
2 du milieu." 

But Vieillot in Nouv. Diet. x. p. 242, in his description of Caprimulgus furci- 
fer, which is copied from Azara almost verbatim, alters one most important 
word in the dimensions as given above ; he says, " Cette queu a la penne ex- 
terieure de vingt-quatre linges plus longue que la deuxieme, celle-ci en a cinq 
de plus que la troisieme, et cette derniere deux de plus que la quatrieme, et 
onze de plus que les deux du milieu." 

This error has, of course, caused some confusion, and Vieillot's description 
containing it appears to have been relied on by some authors, (including 
Bonaparte, in Consp. Av.) 

This tail was a standing riddle to Vieillot. In Ency. Meth. ii. p. 543, (quarto, 
Paris, 1823,) although he continues to copy the description of Azara, he fur- 
ther alters, thus : "Cette queue a sa penne exterieure plus longue de vingt- 
quatre linges que la deuxieme ; celli-ci en a cinq de plus la troisieme, qui 
en a deux de plus que la quatrieme, qui surpasse les deux du milieu de pres cPun 
pouce." 

All the dimensions of Azara answer very well for the Caprimulgus psalurus, 
Temra., in young plumage or perhaps in the plumage of winter, which was 
the season when the observations of Azara were made, "He visto," he says, 
"algunos siempre solos, y en lo mas crudo del invierno nunca en verano ni 
primavera." 

The synonymes of this species given by Hartlaub, in Systematischer Index 
zu Don Felix de Azara's Apuntamientos, &c, p. 19, (quarto pamphlet, Bremen, 
1847,) are entirely correct as far as they go. 

The fact that a specimen in the British Museum is named Caprimulgus manurus 
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Vieill., and inserted in the catalogue (p. 10) as distinct, only prevents me from 
giving that name, also, as a synonyme for the present species. I do not see 
how the species can be made out from Vieillot's description in either Nouv. 
Diet. x. p. 239, (1817) or Ency. Meth. ii, p. 540, (1823) which both contain 
important errors. In the original description (Nouv. Diet.) he says, " Nous 
verrons par la suite un engoulevent dont la troisieme penne de la queue est la 
plus longue de toutes; singularity qui ne se rencontre chez aucun autre oiseau. 
Celle du Manure se pre'sente sous une forme plus extraordinaire j la premiere 
penne caudale de chaque c6t6 est tres longue et depasse les deux interme'di- 
ares d'environ cinq pouces ; les troisieme et quatrieme sont tres courte, et la 
cinquifeme, qui a plus de longeur qui celles-ci, est plus courtes que les deux 
du milieu qui ont plusieurs pouces de moins que les deux premieres." 

The third feather of the tail is twice mentioned and contradictorily repre- 
sented, the second feather is not described at all, and the fifth is said to be 
shorter than the two in the middle, which must be considered as making twelve 
tail feathers, when really Hydropsalis and other American Caprimulgi have not 
more than ten. In Ency. Meth. the observation " Nous verrons," ftc, is omitted. 
He proceeds, however, with exactly the same description, which even without 
the introductory representation that the third feather is longest of all is not in- 
telligible, because the fifth is still represented as " plus courte que celles du 
milieu." There are mistakes here, now difficult to correct, but as the descrip- 
tions in both books are otherwise quite like the species now before us, I have 
little doubt that it is the bird meant by this distinguished and learned naturalist. 
5. Genus Stenopsis, nobis, nov. gen. 

Bill longer than typical Caprimulgus, tapering and depressed ; upper man- 
dible with about six or seven pairs of bristles, which are very rigid at their 
bases, but very slender and curved at their tips ; gape very moderate, nostrils 
medial ; aperture somewhat elevated. 

Wings moderate, second and third primaries longest (usually the second) 
and sinuated on their outer webs. Tail ample, fan-shaped, truncate or slightly 
emarginate. Tarsi slightly feathered below the joint, shorter than the mid 
die toe and claw, and covered with scales. 

Wings with a conspicuous white bar in males, and probably in females ; 
neck with a broad and uninterrupted collar, white in front, and fulvous 
behind ; tail usually with a large portion of white on the external feathers ; 
characters of the bill resembling Hydropsalis, Wagler. 

Obs. — Another exclusively American genus, the bill in which very consid- 
erably resembles that of Hydropsalis. The species which I have seen are : 

1. Stenopsis cayennensis, (Gm.) PI. Enl. 760. Jard. and Sel., 111. pi. 87. 

2. Stenopsis longirostris, (Bonap.) Jour. Acad., Philada., iv. p. 384. 

3. Stenopsis parvulus, (Gould.) Proc. Zool. Soc, London, 1837, p. 22. 
Which have several synonymes. 

6. Genus Nyctidromus. Gould, Icones Avium, part ii. (August, 1838.) 
The species which I have seen of this genus are : 

1. Nyctidromus amerkanus, (Linn.) Caprimulgus albicollis, Gm. Nyctidromus 
Derbyanus, Gould. 

2. Nyctidromus guianensis, (Gm.) 

3. Nyctidromus grallarius, Bonap. 
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7. Nyctidromus amerieanus, Linn. 

1. Caprimulgus amerieanus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. p. 346, (1766,) a name given 
by Linnaeus on the faith of Caprimulgus seu Noctua sylvatica Jamayeensis minor, 
described by Bay, Syn. Av. et Pis. Appendix, p. 180, (1713,) who copies his de- 
scription from the manuscripts of Sir Hans Sloane, which were afterwards 
published in Nat. Hist. Jamaica ii. p. 296, (1725,) with a figure, pi. 255, fig. 1. 

2. Caprimulgus albicollis, Gm. Syst. Nat. ii. p. 1030, (1788) a name given by 
Gmelin on the faith of the White-throated Goatsucker of Latham, Gen. Syn. 
ii. pt. 2, p. 696. 

3. Nyctidromus Derbyanus, Gould, Icon. Av. part ii. p. pi. (August, 1838.) 

4. These names are probably synonymes, and the original describers from 
specimens are Sloane for C. amerieanus, Latham for 0. albicollis and Gould 
for N. Derbyanus, — to which Azara may be added, (Del Ybiyau, Apunt. ii. p. 
638, 1805.) 

The Caprimulgus amerieanus of Linnaeus appears to have been founded on 
the faith principally of Ray's description, and on Sloane's description and 
figure. Linnaeus enumerates two species only of Caprimulgus, the first of which 
(C. europaius,) he briefly characterizes as " C. narium tubis obsoletis," and the 
second (C. amerieanus,) as " C. narium tubulis eminentibus." He cites as syno- 
nymes the description and figure of Sloane, and the description by Ray, as 
above, also " Caprimulgus jamaicensis, Briss. Av. ii. p. 480," and " Hirundo 
major subfusca miscella, macula alba sphoerica in utraque alba. Brown, Jam. 
p. 467." 

In Brown's Jamaica, p. 467, (Civil and Natural History of Jamaica, by Patrick 
Brown, M. D., London, 1756,) there is a short and entirely inconclusive descrip- 
tion, the most important feature in which is, that the bird is " about the size 
of a Sparrow Hawk, and of a darkish, mottled and striped colour." He gives 
as synonymes, "Catesby i. pi. 8" and "The lesser Goatsucker of Edwards, pi. 
63," both of which are Caprimulgus vociferus, Wilson. 

Brisson, in Orn. ii. p. 480, (1760) under the head of Caprimulgus Jamaicensis, 
copies Sloane's description above referred to, and gives several names as syn - 
onymes, among them one from Brown, different from that given by Linnaeus, that 
is to say " Strix capite levi, plumis griseo albidus labiorum pilosus, Brown, Hist, 
of Jam. p. 473." Upon turning to this I find a bird described as " The screech 
Owl," with the Latin phrase just quoted, which comprises the entire description. 

The synonymes, then, to the point we have now attained are, for much the 
greater part, unsatisfactory, nor are Brown's descriptions of any account 
whatever, so far as relates to actually determining the species. 

Gmelin, in his edition of the Syst. Nat. of Linn. ii. p. 1032 (1788,) gives as 
additional synonymes, " Engoulevent a lunettes ou Haleur, Buff. hist. nat. des 
ois, vi. p. 543," and " American Goatsucker, Lath, syn. ii. 2, p. 600, n. 14," 
both of which are avowedly founded on Sloane's description and figure. 

Geo. R. Gray, in Genera of Birds, gives this as a Chordeiles, citing Sloane's 
figure. It is by no possibility a Chordeiles, in which there is no such char- 
acter as " along the upper mandible were several bristly hairs in line," as 
stated by Sloane and represented in his plate. 

Gosse, in Birds of Jamaica, p. 51, thinks it may be his Nyctibiuspallidus, which 
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is also impossible for the reason just stated, and others which are obvious 
upon examination of Sloane's description and figure. 

Bonaparte, in Conspectus Avium, p. 63, places Caprimulgus americanus, 
Linn., as a Chordeiles. 

It does not appear that either of the authors cited, from Ray to the present 
time, ever saw a bird which he understood to be the Caprimulgus americanus, 
Linn., for which Sloane is the sole authority. In fact, the exact expressions used 
by him are repeated by nearly all writers; — for instance, the term "Feuille 
mort," which he applies to the color of his bird, is copied exactly by Brisson, 
Buffon, Vieillot, and Latham, while Gmelin Latinizes it into "folii marcidi." 

For the purpose, then, of ascertaining or rendering probable what bird is 
entitled to the name of Caprimulgus americanus, Linn., there is nothing left 
but to revert to the description and figure of Sloane, and to the description 
in the catalogue of Sloane's birds, by Kay, who describes " ex ejusdem Schedis 
manuscriptis," in Syn. Av. App., p. 180. 

A difficulty occurs at once, which has perplexed authors. It is that, although 
Sloane describes his bird as " seven inches from the end of the bill to that of 
the tail," he gives a figure about eleven inches long, respecting which Buffon 
justly enough observes, " qu'il est fort rare que Ton donne de pareilles figures 
grossies." Ray says, " parva admodum avis est, septem non plus digitis longa," 
having seen the manuscript only. Gmelin,Vieillot,G. R. Gray and Bonaparte ap- 
pear to rely on the text, exclusive of the figure. Brisson says eleven inches long, 
without comment, relying on the latter. Buffon (Hist. Nat. des Ois. vi., p. 544, 
1799,) attempts to elucidate, and suggests that the measure given by Sloane may 
have been taken to the base of the tail only,which he says with the tail (4 inches) 
would coincide with the length of the figure. Latham, perhaps taking the idea 
from Buffon, offers a similar supposition. But Sloane says very distinctly," from 
the end of the bill to that of the tail," and it is clear enough and easily ascer- 
tained that all the other birds described ahd figured by him were so measured. 

It is sufficiently evident to me that Sloane's measurements are simply wrong ; 
he says, " This was seven inches long from the end of the bill to that of the tail, 
and ten from the end of wing to wing expanded — the tail was four inches long." 
It would be difficult to find a bird with such relative dimensions, especially a 
Caprimulgus. It is simply a mistake made by Sloane himself, as it evidently 
was so written in his manuscript, according to Ray. Nor are" the dimensions 
given by him ever entirely to be relied on, for the good and sufficient reason that 
he measured with his thumb, "which," he says, "with a little allowance, I reck- 
oned an inch." (Preface to Vol. i., p. 2.) I am disposed to reject his dimen- 
sions entirely, as given in the description of the species now under considera- 
tion, but to place full dependence on those of the figure; because, as he says ex- 
pressly, his figures were made " on the place." " I employed," says he, "the 
Reverend Mr. Moore, one of the best designers I could meet with there, to take 
the figures of them, (fruits,) also of the Fishes, Birds, Insects, &c.,in crayons, 
and carried him with me into several places of the country, that he might take 
them on the place." The Reverend Mr. Moore, no doubt, came generally pretty 
near the right size, but, otherwise, did not acquit himself very handsomely in 
birds, judging from the engravings. In plants, however, he did much better. 
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Rejecting, then, the measurements in the description, it is otherwise, with 
the plate, sufficient to determine the genus and perhaps the species. 

The bird belongs to the genus Nyctidromus, Gould, Icon. At., part ii., and the 
species is probably N. Derbyanus, Gould, upon which the genus is founded. 
It is stated in Sloane's description that " it had a quarter of an inch long 
crooked black bill, with two tubuli, about one-eighth part of an inch long, 
for nostrils ; along the upper mandible were several bristly hairs in a line — the 
legs and feet were an inch and a half long, covered with brown scales ; the toes 
four, three before, that in the middle three quarters of an inch long, and one 
behind." "The head and back," he says, "were covered with feathers of a 
mixed color of feuille mort, grey and black, the wings and tail were of the same 
color, only lighter, under the chaps, breast and belly, were also of the same. 

All these characters, except the colors, are represented in the plate. 

They are all, including the colors, to be found in the genus Nyctidromus, 
and there only. Tubular or elevated nares — " Nares sub-basales elevatae " 
(Gould) are characteristic. It is the only American genus with legs entirely 
bare, except one species of Podager, and there is no species of any American 
genus at all, to the color of which the term " feuille mort " can be applied 
with as great propriety as to those of this. 

The entire description, so far as relates to color, applies to all the species 
of the genus Nyctidromus, of which there are three. They are so much alike 
that they can scarcely be said to differ in any other respect than size. The 
largest of these species, which is about the size of Sloane's figure, I am dis- 
posed to conclude is the Caprimulgus americanus, Linn., and that it is the 
same as the Nyctidromus Derbyanns, Gould, a common South American bird. 

It is important that it should be mentioned, however, that this bird has not 
been observed in Jamaica by Mr. Gosse, or by any other writer, so far as my 
knowledge extends. Should future investigations elicit the fact that it does 
inhabit that island, I shall consider the matter settled beyond a doubt. That 
a species of Nyctidromus does inhabit Jamaica, and which is not mentioned 
by Mr. Gosse, Sloane's figure and description clearly demonstrate. 

Caprimulgus albicollu, Gm.,- is the white-throated Goatsucker of Latham, 
described by him from a specimen " in the collection of Major Davies, sup- 
posed to have come from Cayenne." The description is accurate, except that 
the size is rathel small, " length, ten inches and a quarter," but, of course, 
taken from a skin. In Gen. Hist, vii., p. 359, he (Latham) gives the length 
twelve inches, and an excellent description under the same name, and justly 
cites "L'Ibiyan, Voyage d'Azara, iv. No. 310," as a synonyme. This citation 
is 0? the French edition of Azara, with notes by Cuvier and Sonnini, Paris, 
1809. (Walckenaer's edition.) The description by Azara is the best extant. 
Gould's figure in Icon. Av. is incomparable. 

The bird now under consideration is the Caprimulgus albicollis, Gm., of 
the greater number of the European authors ; occasionally, however, this 
name is applied to the bird which is properly Caprimulgus guianensis, Gm. 
as by De Wied, Beitr. iii., p. 318. 

It also appears to be the Caprimulgus laticaudut. Drapiez. Diet. Class. 
d'Hist. Nat. vi., p. 169. (Paris, 1824, octavo.) 
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8. Nyctidromus guianensis. (Gm.) 

Gmelin gives this name on the faith of the " Guiana Goatsucker " of Latham, 
Gen. Syn. ii, pt. 11, p. 598, and " Le Montvoyau de la Guyane" of Buffon, Hist. 
Nat. des Ois. vi., p. 549, figured in PI. Enl. 733, (which represents a young bird). 

It is very similar to the preceding, but differs in size. 

The Prince deWied., in Beit, zur Nat. von Bras. iii.,p. 318, gives the most 
satisfactory description extant of this bird. He says, however, that it is the 
female of O. albicollis, which name he cites accordingly as a synonyme. He 
is high authority on the birds of Brazil, but as I am not aware that so great 
a difference in the size of the sexes occurs in this difficult group, I have pre- 
ferred, at present, retaining it as a distinct species. 

9. Nyctidromus grallarius. (Bonaparte.) 

This appears to be a third species, of which there are several specimens in 
the collection of this Academy. Bonaparte's description is not, however, 
sufficiently explicit, and may possibly be intended for something else. 

10. Genus Antrostomus, "Gould." Bonap. Comp. List, p. 8. G. K. Gray, 
List Gen., p. 9, " Gould, Icon. Av., 1838." Agassiz Nomen. Zool. Aves., 
p. 6, " Gould," Nuttall Man. Orn. i., p. 739, (1840). 

Obs. — I have not found the original description of this genus by Gould. It 
is not contained in the copy of Icones Avium in the library of this Academy, 
and I suspect that the only description is that by Nuttall, in Man. Orn. 1, p. 
739, (1840). I have seen the following species : 

1. Antrostomus carolinensis. (Gm.) Aud. B. of Am., pi. 52. 

2. Antrostomus rufus. (Gm.) Buff. PI. Enl., 735. 

3. Antrostomus serieo-caudatus. Cassin, Jour. Acad. Philadelphia ii., pi. 12 
(Quarto). 

4. Antrostomus vocfferus. (Wilson.) Am. Orn. v., p. 71, pi. 41. 

5. Antrostomus macro-mystax. Wagler, Isis, 1831, p. 533 (a species) ? 

6. Antrostomus ocettatus. (Tschudi.) Fauna Peruana Aves, pi. 5, fig. 2. 

7. Antrostomus Nutlallii. (Aud.) B. of Am. (Octavo) vii., p. 350, pi. 495. 
The two latter species vary from the typical characters, and may be 

entitled to constitute a distinct genus. I have seen also one other small 
species, of which a young specimen is in the collection of the Academy, and 
is labelled as being from Cayenne. I cannot identify it. 

11. Antrostomus carolinensis. ( Gm.) 

In the genus Antrostomus, and in this species particularly, the bristles which 
have their origin in the upper mandible reach their maximum. They exist how- 
ever in greater or lesser degree of development in all typical Caprimulgidm. 

In the present species, these bristles are not only long and rigid, but each 
one is ciliated, or, as Audubon expresses it, " with lateral filaments." It is 
the only species in which I have observed such formation. 

12. Antrostomus rufus. (Gm.) 

This bird, named by Gmelin, (Syst. Nat. ii., p. 1030,) on the faith of the 
description by Latham of " the rufous Goatsucker," (Gen. Syn. ii., pt. 2, p. 
597,) who copies from Buffon's " Engoulevent roux de Cayenne," (Hist. Nat. 
des Ois. vi., p. 545,) is another of the species which have been lost sight of. 
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A specimen in the Eivoli collection appears to be this bird. Though much 
resembling A carolinensis, in colors and general appearance, it is smaller, the 
wings are shorter, and the bristles along the bill are simple, not ciliated, as 
in that species, and are, as Buffon says, " tres roides." I may observe, by 
the way, that, although this author expressly describes his bird as having 
the bill bordered by nine or ten pairs of very stiff " moustaches," he omits 
them in his plate. (PI. Enl. 735.) 

The specimen alluded to does not accurately agree with Buffon's figure ; 
the bill is longer, and the lateral tail feathers are largely tipped with white, 
the neck has, moreover, a whitish collar. I suspect that the A. rufus is a 
South American species nearly allied to A. caroUnensis. 

13. Antroslomus macromystax. (Wagler.) Isis, 1831, p. 533. 

I have attached this name to two specimens from California, which are 
very nearly related to A. vociferus, (Wilson). They seem to be the bird 
meant in the description, or rather notice, by Wagler, as above. 

14. Genus Nyctibius. Vieillot, Analyse, p. 38. 

Obs. — This genus is one of the most easily recognized in the circle of the 
Caprimulgidse, and is another which is exclusively American. I have seen 
the following species : 

1. Nyctibius grandis. (Gm.) Gray's Gen., pi. 16. 

2. Nyctibius cethereus. De Wied.) Reise, Bras, i., p. 236. 

3. Nyctibius longicaudatus. (Spix.) Av. Bras, ii., pi. 1. 

4. Nyctibius jamaicensis. (Gm.) Gosse, 111. B. of Jam., pi. 6. 

5. Nyctibius leucopterus. (De Wied.) Des Murs, Icon. Orn., pi. 49, 50. 

6. Nyctibius bracteatus. Gould. Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 1846, p. 1. 

15. Nyctibius grandis. (Gm.) 

The Wood Owle of Sloane, (Nat. Hist. Jamaica ii., p. 295,) and the Guira 
querea of Buffon, (Hist. Nat. des Ois. vi., p. 570, Quarto, 1783,) appear to be 
this species. I am not acquainted with any other American species which 
has the jaws three inches in width, as stated by both the authors cited, nor to 
which their descriptions in other respects can be more properly applied. 

Latham (Gen. Syn. ii., pt. 2, p. 591,) gives both those names as synonymes 
for his " Jamaica Goatsucker," of which he gives a description and figure — 
upon transferring which to his edition of the Systems Nature, Gmelin gives 
the name Caprimulgus jimaicensis. (Syst. Nat. ii., p. 1029,) and also erroneously 
cites as synonymes the same names as Latham. The figure given by Latham 
(Gen. Syn. ii., pt. 2, pi. 57,) represents the N. jamaicensis, which is a well 
known species, and that plate seems to have saved Gmelin's name from being 
a synonyme of the N. grandis, there being little in the description which 
may not be applied to the latter, except the size. 

16. Nyctibius sethereus, (De Wied.) 

1. Caprimulgus xthereus, described by De Wied in Reise nach Brasilien i., p. 
236, (1820). 

2. Caprimulgus longicaudatus, described by Spix in Av. Bras, ii., p. 1, (1825). 
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3. De Wied, in Beitrage zur Nat. von Bras. iii. p. 303, 310, (1830,) expresses 
his conviction that these two names are synonymes, and they are so regarded 
by Gray in Cat. Fissi. Brit. Mus., p. 5, by Bonaparte in Cons. Av., p. 58, and 
by others. 

4. They are distinct species. 

That very excellent naturalist, Maximilian, Prince de Wied, appears to have 
been the first to notice this fine species, which he named as above. He ap- 
pears, however, not to have seen Spix's specimens, but to have arrived at the 
conclusion that C. longicaudatus is the same as his O. sethereus, from the figure 
and description given in Av. Bras. 

Notwithstanding such high authority, I feel myself compelled to decide from 
specimens in the collection of this Academy, that these are two species. iV. sethe- 
reus is much the larger bird, being about the size of N.grandis. It measures in 
total length fully 22 inches, as stated in De Wied's description. N. longicauda- 
tus measures only 18 inches, and is in all other respects smaller, though with 
a comparatively longer tail. The colors of the plumage in both species present 
considerable similarity, though in N. sethereus they are darker, and the longi- 
tudinal stripes much more strongly defined. They are so much unlike that 
no person would consider them the same who saw them together. 

All the species of this genus which I have seen have more or less prominent, 
erect, earlike feathers above the eye. These are quite obvious in N. sethereus. 
Two specimens of If. sethereus and one of N. longicaudatus are in the collection. 
I have seen another specimen of the former in the collection of the United States 
Exploring Expedition (Vincennes and Peacock) at Washington, which is 
labelled " Nyctibius grandis," and so called in Mammalia and Ornithology of 
U. S. Exploring Expedition by T. R. Peale, p. 327, of course erroneously. 

(In the publication here alluded to, of which there are thirty copies only in 
the United States, but one in Pennsylvania, and none in the city of Philadelphia, 
the general history of, and description of supposed new species of Caprimulgi- 
dae, and, in fact, of all the Fissirostres, are erroneous to an extraordinary extent. 
I have only so far carefully examined it, but have sufficient knowledge of the 
book to be fully satisfied that little confidence can be placed in any of Mr. 
Peale's birds, described as new, of which there are upwards of a hundred.) 

17. Nyctibius jamaicemis, (Sm.) 

1. Caprimulgus jamaicemis. Gm., Syst. Nat., ii. p. 1023, (1788,) a name 
given by Gmelin on the faith of the " Jamaica Goatsucker " described by 
Latham, Gen. Syn., ii. pt. 2, p. 591, (1783.) 

2. Caprimulgus griseus. Gm., Syst. Nat., ii. p. 1029, (1788,) a name given by 
Gmelin on the faith of the "grey Goatsucker" of Latham, Gen. Syn., ii.pt. 2, 
p. 592, (1783,) which is derived from the " Engoulevent gris " of Buffon, Hist. 
Nat. des Ois, vi. p. 548, (1779.) 

3. Caprimulgus cornulus. Vieill., Nouv. Diet., x. p. 245, (1817,) a name 
given by Vieillot to the " Urutau " of Azara, Apunt. Hist^ Nat. Paraguay, ii. 
p 527, (1805.) 

4. These names are probably synonymes, to wnich may be added Nyctibius 
urutau, La Fresnaye, Guer. Mag., 1837, p. 28, and Nyctibm pectoralis, Gould, 
Icones Avium, pi. 16, (August, 1838.) 

25 
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No one of six specimens, all of which I consider the N. jamaiaensis as de- 
scribed by Mr. Gosse in his delightful and valuable volume on the Birds of 
Jamaica, p. 41, appears to have been so large as indicated by his measurements. 
There is, however, no reliance whatever to be placed on the measurements of 
skins, so far as relates to the total lengths, and those of other parts are also lia- 
ble to error, both from the distortion of the skin in the course of preparation, 
and from various modes of measuring by naturalists. 

The measurements given by the authors cited above vary considerably, but 
their descriptions are, I think, sufficiently similar. One specimen in the Rivoli 
collection (labelled 0. Gouldii,) is certainly Mr. Gould's N.pectoralis, though it 
is rather too large for his description, but not large enough for his figure in 
Icones Avium ; the wing, for instance, measuring about 10J inches, instead of 9§ 
as in the description, or 10J as in the figure. It appears to me to be the bird 
described by Mr. Gosse, whom I consider the best authority for the species, 
and, so far as I can see, quite justified in quoting N. pectoralis, Gould, as a 
synonyme. Gosse's and Gmelin's descriptions are sufficiently similar, — that 
of the latter is, however, copied from Latham. 

To this bird, in very nearly the same plumage as figured by Mr. Gould, the ob- 
servations by La Fresnaye on N. urutau seem to apply, which avowedly pro- 
fesses to be the same as 0. cornutus, Vieill., or the urutau of Azara. The descrip- 
tion by Vieillot is copied from that of Azara, and corresponds remarkably well 
with that in Walckenaer's French edition of Azara, iv. p. 112, (Paris, 1809.) 

The description by Buffon of the Engoulevent gris, which is C. griseus, Gm., 
applies very well so far as it goes to the young bird of this species. There is a 
specimen in the collection of the Academy not fully grown which is nearly white. 
This description by Buffon is the sole foundation for the Caprimulgus griseus, 
Gm., a name which has maintained a place in all systems and compilations to the 
present time, no bird having ever been found to suit it, to my knowledge. 

18. Scotornis longicaudus. (Drapiez.) 

This is the African bird described by Vieillot as Caprimulgus climacurus, and 
figured in Gal. des Ois., pi. 22, 1825. It appears to have been first described 
by Drapiez in Dictionnaire Classique D'Histoire Naturelle, vi. p. 169, (Paris, 
1824, Octavo,) next by Vieillot, in 1825, and in the same year (1825) again 
named Caprimulgus longicaudis, by Stephens, Gen. Zool., xiii. p. 89, on the 
faith of a description and figure by Latham in Gen. Hist., vii. p. 335, pi. 114. 
The latter calls it " the long tailed Goatsucker." 

19. Genus Ohordeiles. Swainson, Faun. Bor. Am. Birds, p. 466. 

Obs. — Of this genus I have seen the following species, the first three of 
which have several synonymes : 

1. Ohordeiles virginianus. (Briss.) Aud., B. of Am., pi. 147. 

2. Ohordeiles brasilianus. (Gm.) 

3. Ohordeiles aeutus. (Gm.) Buff., PI. Enl., 732. 

4. Ohordeiles rupestris. (Spix.) Av. Bras., ii. pi. 2. 

5. Ohordeiles sapiti. Bonap., Consp. Av., p. 63. 

There is also in the collection of this Academy a bird which I suppose to be 
Ohordeiles minulus, Bonap., Cons. Av., p. 63. It suits the short description but 
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indifferently, however, and is, as Bonaparte observes, "vixhujus generis." It 
belongs more properly to my genus Lurocalis, (Art. 23 of this paper.) 

20. Chordeiles brasilianus. (Gm.) 

1. Caprimulgus brasilianus. 6m., Syst. Nat., ii. p. 1031, (1788,) a name given 
on the faith of " the Brazilian Goatsucker " of Latham, Gen. Syn., ii. pt. 2, p. 
598 (1783), who compiled from Brisson Orn. ii.p. 483 (1760), who copied from 
Marcgrave and Piso's " Ibijau Brasiliensibus ; Noitibo Lusitanis," Hist. Nat. 
Bras., p. 195, (1648.) 

2. Caprimulgus noitibo. Vieill., Nouv. Diet., x. p. 241, a name substituted by 
Vieillot for the above. 

3. Caprimulgus variegatus. Vieill., Nouv. Diet., x. p. 238, (1817,) a name 
given on the faith of " Del Jaspeado " of Azara, Apunt., ii. p. 546, (1805.) 

4. " Caprimulgus jaspideus, Merrem." Bonap., Consp. Av., p. 61. 

" Caprimulgus brasilianus, Lin. Gm. Prinz. Max. Beitr., iii. p. 337," is errone- 
ously given in Tschudi, Fauna Peruana, Orn., p. 20, as a synonyme for Capri- 
mulgus ocellatus, Tschudi, Fau. Peru, pi. 5, fig. 2, originally described in Avium 
conspectus Fau. Per., p. 8, (1844,) and which is certainly the bird described by 
the Prince de Wied under the name of " C. brasilianus, Linn. Gm. Lath." 

C. ocellatus, Tsch., we regard at present as an aberrant Antrostomus, and it 
does not belong to the same genus as the C. brasilianus, Gm., which is a 
Chordeiles. 

Upon referring to the description given by Marcgrave, as above, which is 
copied almost verbatim by Willoughby, (Orn., p. 70,) and essentially by Brisson, 
Latham, and Vieillot, characters will be found, I think, sufficient to determine 
both genus and species, " Caput habet latum et compressum, — exterius autem 
oculos ambit circulus exo albo flavescens. Kostellum minimum habet quod non 
excedit crassitiem dentis aranei (sorex araneus, Linn. ?) nee tam longum est. 
Nares tamen patentes in rostro. Candam habet elegantem, quam in lalum potest 
explicare, duos digitos longam, cum cujus extremitate alae desinunt. — Crura 
alba et secundum corporis molem parvula, vix semidigitum longa." 

Among tie American Caprimulgidse the colored ring around the eye, the very 
small bill; the short tail, and the wings equal to the tail in length, are combined 
only in the genus Chordeiles. Nothing is said by Marcgrave about the bristles 
at the base of the bill, but as he particularly mentions them in the description 
of his only other species, (p. 202,) it is safe to infer that none existed in the 
present bird, which raises an additional presumption in favor of Chordeiles. 

Let us see what can'bemade of the specific characters : " Avicula hirundinis 
magnitudine, — pennas in toto corpore inferiore habet ex albis et nigro mixtas ut 
Nisus, in capite, dorso, alis et cauda nigricante et albido inspersa grata varietate; 
nonnihil quoque flavedinis albedini admixtum, uno verbo, nigro est et punctu- 
lata subtiliter hinc inde." 

This description applies to the bird now before me, which is that described 
with his usual great ability by the Prince de Wied as C. semitorquatus. The 
coloring of the under surface of the body bears a decided resemblance to that 
of Aceipiter nisus, (Linn.,) and in all respects I think it is clearly the C. bra- 
silianus, Gm. 

It will be observed that the color of the tail is represented as similar to that of 
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the upper parts of the body. Neither the white spots near the end of the tail 
feathers, nor the white collar in front of the neck are mentioned, which I can- 
not account for, as the latter is not absent in any American Goatsucker. The 
bird described may have been young, or a female. The expression " caudam 
elegantem " alludes probably more to the form than the color. 

Caprimulgus noitibo, Vieill., is avowedly a substitute for the name given by 
Gmelin. Vieillot's description is copied from Buffon, (Hist. Nat. des Ois., vi. 
p. 539, 1789,) who, however, copies from Marcgrave. Caprimulgus variegatus, 
"Vieill., appears to be the same bird. 

The term " Jaspeado," applied to his bird by Azara, appears to mean simply 
" marbled" (Connelly and Higgins' Dictionary of the Spanish and English lan- 
guages, ii. p. 232, Quarto, Madrid, 1798) ; its latinization into "jaspideus," 
which appears to have been done by Merrem, is of very doubtful correctness. 
and calculated to convey to ears accustomed to the English language, the erro- 
neous idea that the bird is the color of the stone known as jasper, which would 
be taken to mean in the generality of cases a reddish brown or liver color ; or 
worse, according to the classic meaning of the word jaspis or jasper, (hence 
jaspideus,) "a stone of a green color," (vide Latin dictionaries.) 

21. Chordeiles acutus, (Gm.) 

Caprimulgus acutus, Gmelin, Syst. Nat., ii. p. 1031. Buff., PI. Enl., 732. 

Caprimulgus pruinosus, Tschudi, Av. Oonsp., p. 8. Pau. Peru, Aves, pi. 6. 

Caprimulgus exilis, Lesson, Bev. Zool., 1839, p. 44. Comp. de Buff.,xx. p. 258. 

Chordeiles labeculatus, Jardine, Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., 1846, p. 118. 

All these names are synonymes. The acumination at the tips of the shafts of 
the tail feathers, from which the specific name of this bird is derived, affords a 
character by which it is easily recognized, when present. But this is by no 
means constantly the case, though when not observable the ends of the shafts 
of the feathers are frequently abruptly terminated, and appear as if broken off. 
This fact,' and the very indifferent character of Buffon's figure, (PI. Enl., 732,) 
are sufficient reasons that this bird has not been readily recognized, and that 
it has been several times described under different names by very able and 
learned authors. 

Caprimulgus pruinosus, Tschudi, is this bird. In Fauna Peruana, Cabanis 
erroneously refers that species to Caprimulgus semitorquatus, Gm., having been 
influenced probably by the Prince de Wied's description of the bird, which he 
supposed to be the latter, (Beitrage, iii. p. 330.) This description applies, 
however, to Caprimulgus brasilianus, Gin. , and not to C. semitorquatus, which 
belongs to another genus. 

22. Genus Podager, Wagler, Isis, xrv. p. 277, (1832.) 
Proithera, Swainson, Cab. Cy. Birds, ii. p. 339, (1837.) 

Orig. descr. Wagler. " Wesentlichstes auszeres Merkmal der Sippe : pollex 
interno-transversalis, non versatilis. Andere Kenzeichen liegen in der Gestalt 
der Fliigel, des Schwanzes, in der Farbe des Gefieders, u. s. w. 

Hierher als Species : Caprimulgus diurnus, Wied, (Nacunda, Azar.) Fliegt 
gesellschaftlich bey Tage." 

(Jrig. descr. Swains. " Rictus almost smooth. Wings very long, equal to the 
tail, which is short and even. Tarsus very naked. America, P. diurnus. PI. 
Col., 182." 
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Obs. — Each of ihe distinguished naturalists above cited founds his genus on 
Caprimulgus diurnus, De Wied, Beise nach Bras., ii. p. 174, (1821,) which ap- 
pears to be identical with "Del Nacunda" of Azara, Apunt., ii. p. 544, on the 
faith of which Tieillot named the species Caprimulgus Nacunda, in Nouv. Diet., 
x. p. 240, (1817.) I am acquainted with one species only of this genus, 
which inhabits South America, and is that upon which it is founded : 

1. Podager nacunda, (Tieill.) Temm , PI. col. 182. 

23. Genus Lurocalis, nobi3, nov. gen. 

Bill depressed, broad at base and suddenly compressed to the point, which is 
hooked and acute ; nostrils basal, aperture slightly elevated, bristles rudimental 
or none, mandibles somewhat dilated at base, gape ample. Wings long, pointed, 
reaching to the end of the tail or beyond ; first and second (usually the second) 
primaries longest. Tail short, truncate. Tarsi short, feathered in front to the 
toes, naked behind. General form of head and body broad and robust. Wings 
and tail without white, throat with a white angular uninterrupted semicollar. 

Obs. — Of this new genus I have seen two species, both South American : 

1. Lurocalis Nattererii, (Temm.,) PI. col. 107. 

2. Lurocalis semtiorquatis, (Gm.,) Podager Gouldii, Gray, Gen., pi. 18. 

24. Lurocalis semitorquatis, (Gm.) 

1. Caprimulgus semitorquatis. Gm., Syst. Nat., ii. p. 1031, (1788,) a name 
given by Gmelin on the faith of the " White collared Goatsucker" of Latham, 
Gen. Syn., ii. pt. 2, p. 599, (1783,) who copies from " Le petit Bngoulevent 
tachete de Cayenne" of Buffon, Hist. Nat. des Ois., vi. p. 540, (1 779,) PI. Bill., 734. 

2. Podager Gouldii. G. R. Gray, Genera of Birds, pi. 18, — figured only, no 
description published. 

3. These names are probably synonymes. 

In endeavoring to ascertain the genus to which 0. semitorquatus, Gm., should 
be referred, it must be admitted, that if we depend on Buffon's short description, 
as above, and that of Gmelin, which is shorter," the bird may as readily be con- 
sidered as belonging to Chordeiles as to any other genus. Buffon, who describes 
from a specimen " dans le cabinet de M. Manduyt," which he probably figures 
also, says that it resembles Marcgrave's Ibiyau, (C. brasilianus,) " par la longeur 
relative de ses ailes et par ses autres proportions." In the latter (vide art. 20 
of this paper,) the wings and tail are nearly equal, and this is also the case in 
Buffon's plate, (PI. Bnl., 734.) This does not agree with one of the characters 
of Lurocalis, but in all other respects the bird figured by Buffon has every 
appearance of a bird of this genus, and, moreover, so much resembles the P. 
Gouldii, that I have little doubt it is the same bird. 

Upon comparing a specimen of the P. Gouldii (which is not a rare bird) with 
Buffon's plate, the thickness of the head and body, the truncated tail, the gene- 
ral colors of the body above and below, and especially the markings of the 
wings and tail, present such a strong similarity, that it appears to me impos- 
sible to avoid the conclusion that it is the species intended to be represented, 
notwithstanding the comparative shortness of the wings. 

If we compare with the same plate a specimen of the C. brasilianus, which is 
referred to it by De Wied, we will quite agree with him that it is "sehr schlecht," 
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(very bad.) Buffon's name, " Engoulevent tachete," is quite appropriate for 
this species. 

Temminck seems therefore to have been correct (PI. col., vi. p. 78) in ap- 
plying the name C. semitorqualus to Buff. PI. Enl., 734. 

25. Lurocalis Nattererii. (Temm.) PI. col., 107. 

This bird is larger than the preceding, and may be distinguished from it 
not only by its size, but by the greater extent of the rufous color of the lower 
parts of the body. 

In the present species, not only the ventral region and abdomen are of this 
color, but it extends upwards almost to the breast. This difference may be 
seen by comparing PI. col. 107 and PI. Enl. 734. In other respects the two 
birds present considerable similarity, and may be sexes of the same species. 

28. Genus Steatcrnis. Humboldt, Obs. de Zool., ii. p. 141. 

I mention the curious bird which constitutes this genus for the purpose of 
completing the notices inserted in this paper of all the American genera of 
Caprimulgidse, and list of all the American species which I have seen. The 
only known species of this genus, several specimens of which are in the col- 
lection of this Academy, is, 

1. Steatornis-caripensis. Humb., Nouv. Ann. de Mus. Paris, 1834, p. 321, pi. 15. 
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